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BACKGROUND & FORMATION 

The Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) was 

conceived shortly after 2000 by a group 

of Churches and NGOs working or 

interested in human rights and peace-

building initiatives, and was to become a 

vehicle for civic interventions in a time of 

political crisis. In particular ZPP sought 

to monitor and document incidents of 

human rights violations and politically 

motivated breaches of the peace e.g. 

violence. 

Today, ZPP’s co-operating member 

organizations include, Zimbabwe 

Council of Churches (ZCC), Catholic 

Commission for Justice & Peace in 

Zimbabwe (CCJPZ), Evangelical 

fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ) 

Zimbabwe Election Support Network 

(ZESN), Counselling Services Unit 

(CSU), Zimbabwe Civic Education Trust 

(ZIMCET), Zimbabwe Lawyers for 

Human Rights (ZLHR), Zimbabwe 

Human Rights Association 

(ZIMRIGHTS), Civic Education 

Network Trust (CIVNET), Women’s 

Coalition of Zimbabwe (WCoZ) and the 

Habakkuk Trust. 

 

VISION 

Sustainable Justice, Freedom, Peace and 

Development in Zimbabwe, for All 

 

MISSION 

To  work  for  sustainable  Peace  

through Monitoring,  Documentation,  

Research  & Publications,  and  

Community  Peace  Building 

Interventions  ~  through &  with our 

Members  &  Partners 
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METHODOLOGY 

This report is based on reports from ZPP long-term community based human rights monitors who 

observe, monitor and record cases of human rights violations in the constituencies they reside.  ZPP 

deploys a total of 420 community-based primary peace monitors (two per each of the 210 electoral 

constituencies of Zimbabwe).  These community-based monitors reside in the constituencies they monitor.  

They compile reports that are handed over to ZPP provincial coordinators who man the different ZPP 

offices in the ten administrative provinces of Zimbabwe.  Upon receipt and verifications of the reports 

from the monitors, the provincial coordinators compile provincial monthly monitoring reports, which are 

then consolidated at national office into the ZPP monthly monitoring reports published in retrospect. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The month of November 2014 witnessed an accelerated purge of perceived and known political 

opponents within Zanu PF by a faction allegedly aligned to Justice Minister Emmerson Mnangagwa 

and in support of the political ascendancy of First Lady Grace Mugabe ahead of the party’s “elective” 

congress in December. 

 

There was an open warfare in Zanu PF as First Lady repeated her calls for Vice President Joice 

Mujuru's resignation saying she had a video recording of the latter denigrating her and President 

Robert Mugabe. Serious allegations of a planned coup were labelled against VP Mujuru and her 

perceived allies with threats of the VP’s arrest being made. 

 

Public Service, Labour and Welfare Minister Nicholas Goche had to flee for dear life on 23 

November 2014 after party youths pounced on him, demanding that he be cleared of treason 

allegations, before he could attend any party meetings. 

 

Violence also rocked Zanu PF provincial meetings in all the country’s 10 provinces throughout the 

month as rivals fought over moves to kick-out provincial chairpersons perceived sympathetic to 

embattled Vice-President Joice Mujuru.  

 

In Masvingo, a Zanu PF provincial co-ordinating committee pencilled for Victoria Junior Primary 

School failed to take off during the first week of November after rival party youths traded blows over 

the suspension of chairperson Retired Brigadier-General Killian Gwanetsa and the appointment of his 

deputy Paradzai Chakona as successor. 

 

Defence Minister Sydney Sekeramayi was allegedly heckled on November, 4, 2014 by a group of 

about 500 demonstrating war veterans and party youths who stormed the Zanu PF Mashonaland East 

provincial offices demanding the immediate resignation of party provincial chairperson Ray 

Kaukonde. The former fighters had marched through Marondera town to the party offices where they 

denounced Kaukonde for being “disrespectful” to First Lady Grace Mugabe. They claimed Kaukonde 

mobilised party youths to heckle the First Lady during her “Meet the People” rally in Marondera in 

October. 

 

Zanu PF Midlands chairperson Jason Machaya was kicked out of office after the party’s executive 

passed a vote of no confidence on him, becoming the fourth provincial leader to be booted out in less 

than a month. 

 

A group of Zanu PF youths reportedly hired by Harare South legislator Shadreck Mashayamombe ran 

amok on November 5, 2014, savagely attacking their political opponents in Southlea Park, Harare 

tearing t-shirts with First Lady Grace Mugabe's face before destroying houses. 

 

Former Zanu PF Harare youth chair, Jim Kunaka, currently at war on factional lines with his 

successor Godwin Gomwe, was allegedly kidnapped and assaulted by unknown people. He had to be 

admitted to hospital following the attack. 
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During the month the ruling party’s politburo expelled war veterans’ leader Jabulani Sibanda and 

suspended party spokesperson Rugare Gumbo and also upheld the suspension of four provincial 

chairpersons — Amos Midzi (Harare), Killian Gwanetsa (Masvingo), Jason Machaya (Midlands) and 

Matabeleland South’s Andrew Langa. Other chairpersons had to face the same fate are Luke Mushore 

(Mashonaland Central), Ray Kaukonde (Mashonaland East), Callistus Ndlovu (Bulawayo) and 

Themba Mliswa (Mashonaland West) who had already been fired in October decimating the Mujuru 

faction. 

 

The ousted leaders went on to lose their seats in the party’s central committee with Zanu PF secretary 

for Administration Didymus Mutasa being among the biggest losers after he failed to garner enough 

votes to keep his place in the powerful organ in elections held in Makoni District, amid allegations 

that he was at the forefront of a plot to assassinate President Mugabe. 

 

The MDC-T held its elective congress towards the end of October and beginning of November 2014 

which saw party bigwigs Nelson Chamisa and Tapiwa Mashakada being reduced to ordinary card-

carrying members after they lost during the congress. Soon after the congress, the MDC-T went into 

‘hibernation’. 

 

Despite the intensive fighting within Zanu PF, the levels of politically motivated human rights 

violations remained relatively low with a total of 170 incidents having been recorded in November 

down from the 195 cases witnessed in October. Harassment and intimidation cases remained very 

high at 119 cases as result of the coercion of Zanu PF party supporters to back the rise of the First 

Lady towards the congress. 

 

 

FOOD SITUATION  

Mashonaland Central 

The rains have started but little is happening in the fields as people seem to lack funds to prepare the 

land as well as buy inputs. Previously the government used to provide some inputs through the 

Presidential input scheme but this year the program is yet to be rolled out. 

Mashonaland East 

The distribution of farm inputs is being carried out based on political party affiliation; community 

members perceived to be enemies of Zanu PF are denied the inputs including Zanu PF supporters 

perceived to be affiliated to Joice Mujuru. On the 29
th
 of November an MDC-T member was denied 

fertilizer by the councillor of ward 19 in Marondera East. In Hwedza North Kudakwashe Tsomondo 

denied another MDC-T member maize seed. The incident took place in Chipiro village ward. Similar 

incidents happened in Goromonzi and Mashonaland East constituencies. On a positive note in 

Maramba Pfungwe the maize seed was being distributed to all people equitably in Dewe, Mazunzwa 

and Chatseka without discrimination. 

Mashonaland West 

 

On 28 November Councillor 

Tichaona Runi of ward 17 in 

Hurungwe West instructed other 

councillors and headmen to issue 

inputs of maize seed and fertiliser to 

households with Zanu PF cards and to 

those who have paid $5 development 

levy for the council. Each household 

was to get 10kg maize seed and two 

types of fertilizer weighing 50kgs. 
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Farmers in Makonde were also ordered to produce Zanu PF party cards and an offer letter to get 

fertilizer. Musha Marapira a headman of Maware indicated that the inputs belonged to card holders. 

During the distribution of inputs there was chanting of Zanu PF slogans and most people had party t- 

shirts including councillor, Simbarashe Ziyambe. Most farmers from Laighaims did not benefit as 

they did not have cards. The fertilizer was distributed at Blackwood farm on 16 November and at 

Muchidza farm.  

On 17 November 2014, Zanu PF party leaders in Magunje distributed inputs based on one’s party 

affiliation. The staunch supporters benefited as they produced development levy payment receipts and 

appeared on the chairperson’ list for those who supported the congress. People were forced to pay the 

money to access the inputs. Councillor Nickson Magaramombe threatened to take action against non-

payment of development fees. Although people were forced to pay money to support the party some 

people who had paid before the distribution did not benefit because they were perceived to belong to 

the opposition party or to a Zanu PF faction aligned to VP Mujuru especially those associated with 

Temba Mliswa. 

Masvingo 

Districts like Chivi, Mwenezi, Chiredzi and Zaka still face serious hunger as food prices are out of 

reach of many households. These areas require food assistance. 

 

Manicaland  

Food is available in shops but the prices remain out of reach for most people in the affected areas like 

Musikavanhu, Chipinge and Makoni Districts. 

 

Matabeleland North 

On the 21
st
 of November, in ward 2 Nkayi North Constituency, villagers of Mbotshwa, Jani, Sunduza, 

Huba and part of Jengwe area were denied some farming in puts which included sorghum, maize, 

groundnuts and beans seed from the Grain Marketing Board (GMB).  

It is reported that the Extension Officer Mr Nhongo collected the inputs from the Maphasaphasa 

Primary School Headmaster and hid them at one of the villagers’ homes, named Standa Ngwenya. 

The two then started distributing the inputs secretly to Zanu PF supporters and their close friends. It is 

also believed that the two perpetrators took some of the inputs for resale.  

Matabeleland South 

The food situation is not critical in most places. However, people have begun to buy from the shops. 

The areas received inadequate rains in the previous farming season are facing threats of hunger. The 

organizations that used to operate the food distribution programme no longer distribute food instead 

they are promoting projects such as broiler chicken rearing, and goat rearing. Some parts of the 

province have started being consulted for lists of beneficiaries of the Presidential input scheme. 

World Vision has also initiated a project known as ‘gatshompo’ where villagers are given seeds for 

small grains and they are encouraged to use hand hoes to prepare the fields as a method that conserves 

water to see the crops through. In the Zezane area of Beitbridge a local based NGO Egete has started 

distributing bicycles mainly targeting girls as a way of fighting the abuse of the girl child as well as to 

improve the attendance of school by girls. The girls are encouraged to cycle in groups so as to fights 

abuse on their way to and from school. Girls have also been given sanitary pads by the same 

organisation. The distributions by Egete have said to be given to all. Boys are also receiving bicycles 

but preference is first being given to the girl child. Those being targeted are between grades 3 and 6. 
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INCIDENCES OF POLITICALLY MOTIVATED VIOLATIONS 

 

P
R

O
V

IN
C

E
  ACTS OF HR 

VIOLATIONS 

HR/FREEDOMS VIOLATED 

#
 O

F
 A

C
T

S
 MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF HR VIOLATIONS 

M
a
n

ic
a
la

n
d

 

Assault Right to liberty and security of person 2 The province witnessed a rise of violations especially in the period towards the Zanu PF 

congress planned for the beginning of December 2014. Hate language characterised 

speeches made by the faction supporting the First Lady Grace Mugabe. There were 

dismissals and demotions within Zanu PF. Retired Major General Mike Nyambuya, 

Irene Zindi and Ambassador John Mvundura were casualties as dozens of those aligned 

to Vice President Joice Mujuru suffered serious setbacks. Vice President Mujuru was 

accused of plotting a  coup  and threats of her arrest were also made. There are also 

reports of discrimination in accessing resources and opportunities based on one’s 

political affiliation.  

 3 November 2014- An MDC-T Councillor Violet Sibanda of Ward 8 in Rusape 

denied a Zanu PF member the opportunity to be recruited in the project for road 

rehabilitation because of his political affiliation. The road rehabilitation project is 

being run by the Rusape Town Council and MDC T councillors are the majority and 

have a greater say in the running of the project.                                                                                                                               

 10 November 2014-  Nhamo Mangwanda  a male nurse and a Zanu PF activist at 

Sangano Clinic is said to have denied an HIV and AIDS patient  access to her 

monthly medication. The perpetrator accused the victim of being an MDC-T 

supporter and so claimed the tablets had run out. The victim stood her ground and 

reported the matter to the matron who ordered the nurse to give her the drugs. 

Similar incidents are said to be rampant at the clinic. 

Harassment/intimidation  Right to personal integrity and human dignity 9 

Discrimination 

Malicious Damage to 

Property 

Theft/looting 

Right to food, aid and livelihood 

Property rights 

 

Right to property 

2 

1 

 

1 

Total  15 

M
id

la
n

d
s 

Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 51 The Zanu PF intra-party fights intensified towards the party congress. Some senior party 

officials were demoted and others dismissed from the party. That created an atmosphere 

of animosity which was evidenced by the hate language used as members accused and 

counter accused each other. 

 8 November 2014- Naison Mutinhimira of Zanu PF denied two Zanu PF members 

maize seed. The victims were perceived to belong to VP Mujuru’s faction. The 

incident occurred at Mikwenya Village in Gokwe Sesame ward 12. 

 15 November 2014- Manager Mkuli of Zanu PF of Mungerezi Village ward 2 in 

Gokwe Kabuyuni assaulted another Zanu PF member accusing the victim of 

belonging to VP Mujuru’s faction. 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity  4 

Discrimination  

Theft/looting 
Right to food, aid and livelihood 

Right to property 

4 

1 

Total  60 

M a s h  C e n t r a l Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 14 Farm invasions continue unabated in Mashonaland Central province. In Mazowe South, 
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Discrimination Right to food, education 6 seven families reported in the previous report are still camped by the roadside near 

Glenara Estate after they were evicted at Chitamba farm where the Government is 

constructing an institution called Mugabe School of Intelligence. In Muzarabani South, 

Brown Jack farm was invaded on the 2nd of November 2014. At the end of November a 

group of thirty Zanu PF supporters invaded Heyshot farm in Glendale, Mazowe South. 

In the political arena the environment continues to be tense along factional lines. Those 

aligned to Vice President (VP) Mujuru face imminent demotion even at village level as 

is the case in Muzarabani where Chief Kasekete had been ordering all village heads 

allegedly aligned to VP Mujuru to be demoted and replaced by those supporting First 

Lady Grace Mugabe. 

 2 November 2014, Mrs Mukusha, a Zanu PF member took over Brown Jack farm in 

Centenary, Muzarabani South. It is said that she brought an offer report letter from 

the Ministry of Lands which stated that she was now the new farm owner. The 

victim has since moved into hiding. 

 30 November 2014- Raymond Kazembe MP for Mazowe West led a group of Zanu 

PF members to invade Heyshot farm in Glendale Mazowe South. The invaders 

camped at the farm for two nights singing and dancing as well as denouncing the 

white farmer. Fearing for his life the farmer moved from the farm to seek refuge in 

Harare. 

Unlawful Detention Right to liberty 1 

Total  21 

M
a
sh

 E
a
st

 

Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 7 Mashonaland East province experienced a wave of Zanu PF demonstrations against the 

leaders perceived to be aligned to Vice President Joice Mujuru. Most of the 

demonstrations occurred in Marondera. On the 4th of November war veterans 

demonstrated against the Provincial Chairperson Ray Kaukonde. This was followed by 

another demonstration on the 10th of November denouncing the Marondera East 

legislator Jeremiah Chiwetu.  

 28 November 2014 – Zanu PF members held a demonstration against the Wedza 

Senator Eunice Goto and Wedza North MP Simon Musanhi and other people 

suspected to be aligned to Mujuru. Demonstrators accused the victims of plotting 

to assassinate the President.  

 30 November -Zanu PF youths in Murewa North and war veterans blocked the 

election of Tendai Makunde into the central committee, accusing him of working 

with Ray Kaukonde to undermine First Lady Grace Mugabe’s tours. The tension 

was so strong that the victim had to flee from his home and went into hiding. 

Assault Right to liberty and security of person 1 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood  5 

Total  13 

M
a

sh
 W

e
st

 

Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 13 The intraparty conflicts within Zanu PF brought in new leadership for the province as 

incumbent members perceived to belong to VP Mujuru were demoted through a vote of 

no confidence. Temba Mliswa who was the Zanu PF chairperson was booted out of the 

Central Committee on the 19th of November 2014. Other senior members who were 

blocked from the Central Committee were Sylvester Nguni and Webster Shamu. The 

Discrimination 

Assault 

Theft/looting 

Displacement 

Right to food, aid and livelihood  

Right to personal integrity and human dignity 

Right to property 

Property rights 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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Total  18 gaps created by this move led to the rise of Phillip Chiyangwa as he was elected into the 

Central Committee and he is said to be trying to campaign for the position of the 

provincial chairperson. The province also experienced harassment of villagers in Zvimba 

West and South as well as Magunje and Hurungwe. The villagers were forced to 

contribute money for the congress. Companies in Kariba were also forced to contribute 

money for the Zanu PF annual congress.  James Gumpo a Zanu PF politburo member, 

business man and farmer was at the forefront making people and companies pay for 

congress.  

 1 November 2014 -Villagers of ward 1 in Zvimba West were asked to meet at 

Kahondera Primary school where Ziyambi Ziyambi, Denica Makota, Reason Alfas 

and ZANU PF district chairperson John Chinake addressed provincial party leaders 

and headmen to collect five rand (R5) from each household for the Zanu PF 

congress. The villagers were threatened that they would not get inputs if they failed 

to contribute. 

M
a
sv

in
g
o

 

 

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 8 Intra-party fights in Zanu PF intensified during the provincial elections. Throughout the 

districts all those who were alleged to support the Vice President Joice Mujuru lost 

because the members from the other faction de-campaigned them and passed votes of no 

confidence. Hate language and incitement of violence were the order of the day. There 

were scuffles and near fist fights during the accreditation of candidates to fill in Central 

Committee positions and the selection of people travelling for the congress. 

About a third of the Tokwe-Mukosi flood victims now resettled in Nuanetsi Ranch in 

Mwenezi East received monetary compensation each to build new homes and prepare for 

the farming season. However, the situation remains dire for most of the resettled 

villagers as they have not yet completed the construction of their homes and land 

preparation for farming and yet the rainy season has already begun. The ZPP is also 

working to establish the exact amounts the villagers have received as compensation. 

 22 November 2014- A group of agitated Zanu PF activists belonging to the faction 

led by Minister Emmerson Mnangagwa marched in protest against Minister 

Kudakwashe Bhasikiti, Dzikamai Mavhaire and the provincial chairperson retired 

Brigadier General Killian Gwanetsa allegedly belonging to the VP Mujuru’s 

faction. The group sang songs filled with hate language, denouncing the leadership 

in the province. 

Displacement Property rights 1 

Disrupted Political Mtg Freedom of Assembly 1 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 2 

Total  
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H
a
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r
e
 

Harassment/Intimidation 

Assault 
Right to personal integrity and human dignity 

Right to personal integrity and human dignity 

4 

5 

The province witnessed intra-party violations within Zanu-PF which were characterised 

by hate language and sometimes fist fighting. The Mujuru faction was generally on the 

receiving end. 

 6 November 2014 –A journalist and human rights activist was heavily assaulted 

with baton sticks by about twenty riot police at Africa Unity Square. The victim 

was accused of petitioning the President to step-down and for organizing a public 

march. The victim was later taken to hospital by another journalist who was at the 

Total  9 
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scene to cover the story. 

 12 November 2014 –The leader of Chipangano Zanu PF militia and former Harare 

provincial youth chairperson was abducted by suspected four unknown assailants. 

The perpetrators fired about six shots in air to scare the crowd that had gathered to 

witness the abduction. The victim was badly beaten and left for dead in a bush near 

Harare International Airport and he was taken to hospital by a passer-by. The 

victim was accused of being aligned to a faction led by Vice president Joice 

Mujuru. The incident took place at Mbare Helping Hand flea market.  

 17 November 2014 –Fifteen Zanu PF Chipangano militias harassed and assaulted 

four Harare Municipal Police officers and barred them from clamping motor 

vehicles at Cart House. The perpetrators declared that the area belonged to them as 

an empowerment policy by their party. 

M
a
t 

N
o
r
th

 

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 The province recorded a reduction in the number of violations. However, the province 

was not spared from the Zanu PF intra-party fights resulting in serious divisions and 

falling by the way side of senior party members.  

 17 November 2014- In  Nsenga ward, Binga North Constituency,  the ward 

councillor was harassed and intimidated by the Zanu PF District Committee 

Chairperson Samuel Mugande.  The perpetrator accused the victim of being a ‘sell-

out’ and causing confusion in the area. The incident happened at Nsenga Hill 

primary school where the victim had organized a development meeting for the 

villagers to meet with the Member of Parliament of that area.  

 30 November 2014- An incident of intra party violence took place at Lupane 

Primary School, in Lupane West constituency. A Zanu PF meeting was marred with 

violence which led to the intervention of anti-riot police. There was a clash between 

two factions one led by Minister Obert Mpofu and the other led by Advocate Jacob 

Mudenda. The youths from the two factions started confronting and attacking each 

other and blocking certain individuals of the provincial leadership from entering the 

venue of the meeting. Most of the youths in the Obert Mpofu faction were from the 

Umguza area while those who were for the Jacob Mudenda faction were from the 

Hwange area. 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 

Total  2 

M
a

t 
S

o
u

th
 Harassment/Intimidation 

Discrimination 

Unlawful Detention 

Theft/Looting 

Right to personal integrity and human dignity 

Right to food, aid and livelihood 

Right to liberty 

Right to property 

4 

3 

1 

1 

The political environment became increasingly tense as Zanu PF supporters were 

preparing for the December congress. The intra-party fights emanated from factionalism 

resulting in counter attacks between the Mnangagwa and VP Mujuru camps.  Some 

provincial members perceived to belong to the Mujuru faction were dropped from 
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Total  9 leadership positions. 

 10 November 2014- There was an intra-party fight at the Zanu PF office in Gwanda. 

Party members belonging to the Mnangagwa faction marched around town and gathered 

in front of the office with placards written ‘Langa must go’. Langa was accused of 

belonging to the Mujuru faction which had allegedly planned to assassinate the President 

according to media reports. On the other hand Langa had bussed in his supporters and 

they began to fight on the street with demonstrators until the anti-riot police moved in to 

maintain law and order. 

 24 November 2014- In Matobo North, at Maphisa growth point a businessman was 

heard commenting that people were tired of this Zanu PF business. One of the Zanu 

PF loyalists, Ngozi Mpofu heard the comment and she phoned the police. The victim 

was arrested victim and spent two nights in custody and was later released after the 

intervention of his lawyer. 

B
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la
w

a
y
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Assault 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right to personal integrity and human dignity 

Right to personal integrity and human dignity 
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Bulawayo province recorded several incidents of intimidation emanating from intra-

party fights within Zanu PF. The factional infighting resulted in many senior leaders 

being suspended before the party’s elective congress during the first week of December 

2014. The province also recorded incidents of high intolerance within the MDC-T party.   

 10 November 2014- Chris Mhlanga and Trevor Tauya led a group of Zanu PF 

youths to assault another Zanu PF member accusing him of sowing seeds of chaos 

and division within the ruling party. The victim sustained injuries on his right knee. 

The incident occurred at Zothile Shopping Complex. 

 18 November 2014-The Zanu PF Provincial Chairperson was man handled and 

assaulted by some members of the ruling party namely Nasicio Makhulumo, George 

Mlala and others. They accused the victim of promoting factionalism and attempting 

to remove the President Robert Mugabe from office. This incident occurred when 

the victim was addressing a press conference at the Zanu PF Provincial Offices at 

Davies Hall. . 

 20 November 2014- At Fort Street Kalbro Flea market well known Zanu PF 

members, Ntando Ncube and Margret Sithole threatened an MDC-T member with no 

specified action after she indicated that MDC-T leader Morgan Tsvangirai was going 

to rule the country since Zanu PF members were busy fighting each other.   Total  11 

Total 
 

  170  
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VICTIM/PERPETRATORS ANALYSIS BY GENDER AND ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Victim & Perpetrator Analysis by Gender 

 
 
 
Figure 2: Victims/Perpetrator Analysis by affiliation 

 

 

 

This Report was produced and circulated by the Zimbabwe Peace Project, P O Box BE 

427, Belvedere, Tel: (04) 747719, 2930180, 2930182 and email: zppinfo@gmail.com, 

zppinfo@myzpp.com 

 

Please feel free to write to ZPP. We may not able to respond to everything but we will 

look at each message. For previous ZPP reports, and more information about the 

Project, please visit our website at www.zimpeaceproject.com 
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ANNEXURE: 
DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

TERM DEFINITION 

Murder Unlawful and intentional killing of another person 

Sexual Assault: 

a) Rape 

b) Aggravated Indecent sexual 

assault 

It is knowingly causing another person to engage in an unwanted sexual act by force or threat. 

Is whereby a male person has sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with female  person without the consent of the latter 

Is whereby a person including a female commits a sexual act involving the penetration of any part of the victim’s body, other than a 

male person having sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with a female person, without the consent of the victim, including active 

and passive oral sex and anal sex between two individuals of any gender. 

Assault 

 

a) Falanga (Foot whipping) 

 

 

 

b) Submersion/Suffocation 

(water boarding) 

c) Beating 

 

d) Other assault 

 

Is whereby a person commits an assault upon another person intending to cause that other person bodily harm. 

 

Is a form of corporal punishment whereby the soles of the feet are beaten with an object such as a cane, or rod, a piece of wood, or a 

whip.  The victim may be immobilized before the application of the beating by tying, securing the feet in leg irons, locking the legs 

into an elevated position or hanging upside down. 

 

A form of assault whereby water is forced into the victim’s breathing passages so as to simulate drowning. 

 

Is any form of physical assault including hitting of a person with or without an object such as a stick, belt, whip, barbed wire, log or 

any other object including bare hands.  It also includes the kicking or head-butting of a person; and includes stabbing, shooting and 

forced consumption (forcing a person or overeat or eat something poisonous or their own excreta.) 

Torture Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person by or instigation of 

public official or other person acting in an official capacity for purposes of obtaining from the victim  or a third person 

information  or a confession , punishing him/her for an act s/he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, 

or intimidating or coercing him/her or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind 

Threat It is whereby  a person threaten to commit a crime, including but not limited to murder, rape, aggravated indecent assault, unlawful 

detention , theft, malicious damage to property thereby inspiring  in the person on whom she/he communicates the threat of a 

reasonable fear or belief that he or she will commit the crime. 

Harassment/Intimidation Unlawfully subjecting one to pressure, insult of threat with intent to cause him/her to suffer anxiety discomfort and/or the feeling of 

insecurity. 

MOVEMENT VIOLATIONS  

Kidnapping/Unlawful Detention 

 

a) Adduction 

b) Unlawful arrest 

 

 

Is whereby a person deprives  another person of his freedom of bodily movement without lawful justification and/or authority  

(based on section 93 of the Criminal code Act) 

 

The taking  away of a person using intimidation , open force of violence 

Is the arrest of a person by another person (usually a police officer), whereby the latter’s position generally authorizes him/her to 

arrest the other person, but not in this particular case.  Essentially, it  is a form of abuse of power on the part of the police officer 
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c) Unlawful detention 

 

d) Forced displacement 

Depriving a person of his or her freedom of bodily movement without lawful justification and/or authority. 

 

Internal displacement of persons or groups of persons “…who have been  forced  or obliged to flee or leave their homes or places or 

habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects or armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, 

violations of human rights or natural or human made disasters, and who have not crossed an internally  recognized border” 

PROPERTY RIGHTS  

Theft Is whereby a person takes property from another person “knowing” that the other person is entitled to own, possess or control  this 

very property. 

Robbery  Is whereby a person steals, borrows or uses the property of another person without authority, thereby intentionally using violence or 

the threat of immediate violence to induce the person who has lawful control over the property to relinquish his/her control over it. 

Stock Theft Is whereby a person takes livestock from another person knowing that the other person is entitled to own, and possess or control this 

very property. 

Malicious Damage to Property 

 

 

a) Destruction of home 

b) Other types of MDP 

 

Is whereby a person  knowing that the other person is entitled to own, possess or control any property, damages or destroys that very 

property (Note: MDP to communal/household property should only be chosen for one family member: the victim or head of 

household in that  order) 

 

Is a form of malicious damage to property, it occurs when a home is burnt to the ground or otherwise made inhabitable in such a 

manner as the only option toward the making the home habitable is to completely rebuild it. 

Please describe briefly the alleged conduct. 

 
 


